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It’s National Volunteer Week

Here are two people who have
made a difference in their own way

rom April 19-25,
National Volunteer
Week will salute
those indivduals
who selflessly give of
their time and talents to
making a difference in
their community or their
world, whether it be
helping out with a youth
group or a seniors’ resi-
dence, raise money for a
worthwhile  charitable
cause, serve food at a
homeless shelter or build
schools for children in a
Third World country.

In fact, according to
Statscan, over |2 million
Canadians give their time
every year as a volunteer
(for a total of two billion
hours) and donate an
equivalent of over $17
trillion worth of man-
power, not to mention
raising money for over
161,000 charities, foun-
dations and community

groups in Canada.
Those figures are not
lost on Eramelinda Bo-
quer, a veteran local
broadcaster and publicist
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who has volunteered her
time for such organiza-
tions as Dreams Take

Flight, the Shield of
Athena, Sun Youth and
the Freedom from

Poverty Foundation. For
nearly three years, she
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has been on a quest to
have the government on
both federal and provin-
cial levels recognize and
promote the value of
volunteerism and volun-
teering to a new plateau.

Her goal is threefold :
to increase the tax
credit for charitable do-
nations; to recognize
and quantify the time
given by an organization
or a volunteer to a char-
itable organization as a
tax credit; and provide
incentives for all schools
to include volunteer
work in their respective
curricula.

Through a constant e-
mailing and letter writ-
ing campaign over the
past three years to the
office of the prime min-

ister, provincial pre-
miers, political party
leaders, federal MPs,
provincial MNAs and

MLAs, cabinet ministers
and government officials,
Ms. Boquer’s mission to
recognize, reward and

promote more volun-

teerism in Canada has [

met up with a great deal

of positive responses.
NDP Leader Jack Lay-

ton, who is a major sup-

Lachine resident Brian Seltmann

514-457-7656 porter of volunteerism,

responded

with a
h great deal of
1 support;
tangerlne federal Fi-
Coiffure ¢ Nails nance ”j'lfr‘n

SPA Manicure & Pedicure SPECIAL Flaherty has

. Wedding & Graduation |

mfggf::;sr::;e& Packages Lecenlt)::I ac&

s tax includes nails, hair & make-up d_]naotwhee gr_ee_
45 incl. NAILS (includes FREE design) ceived her.
Full Set 40 tax.incl. ([ P"OP 252 'r’

A Free Treatment Refills 27 tax incl. ] e a n
with colour [ waxing Available || Charest,

incial
3820 boul. St-Jean Hair 514.624.7770 VNS
D.D.O. Nails 514.887.0785 ¥RV

12

ment and Social Solidar-
ity Sam Hamad, Parti
Quebecois (PQ) Leader
Pauline Marois and PQ
MNA Monique Richard
have all voiced their sup-
port and promised to
study and consider her
proposal; and most re-
cently, Saskatchewan
Premier Brad Wall has
received it and for-
warded it to his ministers
of finance and for
tourism, parks, culture
and sports for their con-
sideration.

For more information

about Ms. Boquer’s vol-

unteerism recognition,
reward and promotion
proposal, log on to

www.productionsbo-
quer.com and click on to
the "Advocacy" link.
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Lachine resident Brian
Seltmann has also found
a way to give back to the
community ... through
his passion for cycling.
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